
What: AP English Summer Reading Assignment
From: Ms. Moore
To: AP English students for 2021-2022
Hello AP students! My goal for summer reading is for you to enjoy a book. This should
be enjoyable, not a chore. AP Literature is all about reading literature, but that doesn’t
mean that a novel has to be 100 years old (although there are some great old ones too).
So here’s a list of six contemporary novels from which to choose. Please review the list
below, and do a little research. You can read the overview linked to each book, and you
can talk to friends, parents, teachers, etc to see if they have read any of these.
You can get the book from our library, from a public library, or buy your own copy.

1. Choose one:
Oryx and Crake by Margaret Atwood
The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao by Junot Díaz
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr
The Bird Artist by Howard Norman
Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng
Salvage the Bones by Jesym Ward

Task:

Reading Journal
The reading journal is a recording of and reflection on your close reading of the novel.
There should be 8 -10 typed or neatly written entries (think quality over quantity). Set a
reading schedule for yourself and stick to it.  After a reading session, complete an entry
based on a chapter, a plot development, character actions or development, or a
significant passage.  The reading journal entries may include:

➢ main characters and their traits/development; compelling and/or frustrating
elements of character

➢ possible symbols
➢ significant plot elements (i.e. conflicts)
➢ setting and its relevance to characters, plot, and/or theme
➢ author’s style (literary techniques such as figurative language, tone, syntax,

allusions, etc.)
➢ overall meaning in the work (after finishing the novel, think about the

development of a suggested theme or message)

Do not merely summarize the plot.

Evaluation of journal will be based on:
➢ the depth of thought put into the entries – evidence of critical and reflective

thinking
➢ the effort to identify and explain some literary elements and the effects of those

techniques (i.e. how details convey a specific feeling in a particular passage)

***In addition to the Reading Journal, students will be expected to discuss their novel in
class discussion during the first week of school. You will need to have a copy of the text
for this discussion. (Hard copy or digital)

I check my email periodically over the summer  so if you have any questions or need
clarification, please don’t hesitate to email at: rebecca.moore@bwrsd.org

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/46756.Oryx_and_Crake
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/297673.The_Brief_Wondrous_Life_of_Oscar_Wao?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=C3aeXGy1KI&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/18143977-all-the-light-we-cannot-see?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=THy8TkoANp&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/883420.The_Bird_Artist?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=EfIY2ueKEV&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51704136-little-fires-everywhere?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=VeZ4NJadXy&rank=1
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/10846336-salvage-the-bones?ac=1&from_search=true&qid=GtvXTvPHEM&rank=1
mailto:rebecca.moore@bwrsd.org

